The Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary (KWS) situated amidst the Aravalli ranges is a refuge to 201 species of birds of 61 families. It is an important wintering ground for migratory birds from the Palaearctic region and South East Asia.
Introduction
Cataloguing of bird diversity of KWS was done during the longterm eco-behavioural study on Hanuman Langurs from 1994 to 2000. The aim of this study was to ascertain the nature of birds in various microhabit types in and around KWS.
Methodology
A series of transects that were laid in the Sanctuary for intensive survey of Hanuman Langur populations, were used for cataloguing bird diversity. Besides this, birds were recorded by the point count method in major vegetation types as well as at water bodies (rivers, dams) and in agro-ecosystems during the six years. Apart from this, chance encounters were also recorded while following langurs. All identifications were based on Woodcock (1980) , Ali and Ripley (1983) , Grewal (1995) and Kazmierczak (2000) and only those species with confirmed identification are listed in this paper.
Results
A total of 201 species of birds belonging to 61 families have been recorded in the KWS until August 2001, which is a quantum leap in bird inventory for the Sanctuary in comparison to a checklist of 123 birds given in KWS Management Plan for the years 1966-97 to 2000-01 by the State Forest Department, and 72 bird species sighted at Mount Abu (highest altitude of Aravalli region with good rainfall and forest) by Devarshi and Trigunayat (1989) .
Therefore the KWS would seem to support a fairly large number of bird species. During the normal rainfall years, when all dams and water bodies in and around KWS area get filled to their capacities there is obviously no scarcity of food materials (aquatic as well as terrestrial), which is perhaps enough for both the resident and migratory avifauna. Also, the number of large trees, rocks, cliffs and small islands in the reservoirs provide enough safe roosting sites --main reasons for the attraction of resident as well as migratory birds.
Out of 201 species of birds found in KWS, eight species are listed in "Threatend Birds of the World" (Birdlife International, 2000) . Of these two species Gyps bengalensis and G. indicus are categorized as Critically Endangered, two species as Near Threatened (Sarcogyps calvus and Mycteria lecocephala) and four species --Grus antigone, Rynchops albicollis, Parus nuchalis and Estrilda formosa as Vulnerable. Parus nuchalis is endemic to India. Lonchura punctulata U C Emberizinae Grey-necked Bunting Emberiza buchanani U C C -Common; R -Rare; UC -Uncommon; VC -Very common * Listed in threatened birds of the world (BirdLife International, 2000) . Common names according to Manakadan and Pittie (2001) .
